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The decided preference shown by Christianity for
powers that be, whenever it can hope to share their
favour, is already plain enough. A violent attempt
is made to show, in despite of facts, that Hadrian
and Antoninus endeavoured to repair the evil done
by Nero and Domitian. Tertullian and his genera-
tion will say the same kind of thing of Marcus
Aurelius.1 Tertullian, it is true, will have his doubts
as to whether it is possible to be Caesar and Chris-
tian at once; but a century afterwards, this incom-
patibility will strike no one; and Constantino will
prove how great was the sagacity of Melito of Sardes
when, a century and a half beforehand, he foresaw,
across so many proconsular persecutions, the possi-
bility of a Christian empire.

The hatred between Christianity and the Empire
was the hatred of those who are some day to become
lovers. Under the Severi, the language of the
Church remained what it had been under the Anto-
nines, plaintive and tender. The Apologists parade
a kind of legitimism: they claim for the Church
that it has always, from the first, recognized the

1 Tertull. Ajpol. 5.